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Y‘# Connecting & Catching Up!

- by Lorrie Stephenson, President

The season of outdoor celebration is upon us!

It's time to clean out the garage, get outdoors and enjoy the weather. HEIRS
will be open throughout the summer on Tuesdays & Thursdays 10-3 (except
the week before the Harrow Fair).

On June 7 Mayor Sherry Bondy is holding the 3rd Annual Charity Yard Sale
(see ad on right).A portion of the funds raised will be donated to HEIRS - the
more volunteer hours we clock, the more proceeds we receive. There are three
easy ways you can show your support — donate items, volunteer, and SHOP!!!

Copies of our Annual Report were given out at the 2025 AGM on May 22. You
will find a copy with this newsletter.

Arlene Klie allowed HEIRS to make
copies of original land records from
the ller Settlement and we're grateful
that she shared them with us. Arlene
donated the originals to John R
Park Homestead, which is within the
original ller Settlement.

Our book sales shelf has been
updated with more copies of "ller
Settlement 1808-2006" ($25) and
we'd like to thank Natalie
from the Harrow News for
her assistance. Thank you to
Chris Carter for his donation
of digital images and records.

Original papers from the ller Settlement

Thank you for assistance
with two of our stories in this
month's newsletter: Becky
Glidden for permission to print

SATURDAYS 10AM - 3|'r.1

the Harrow Open Story, and June2] - Jl.ll
to Karen Ryan Jacques, Heidi AI.IgI.IST 16 - Sep’remher 20
Fox and Leslie Balsillie for

toiaWiasot: 195 BAGOT STREET =" ome

research help for the HEEAT
article.
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a Portion

(B 5 9:00am - 3:00pm ofthe funds
HARROW SOCCER COMPLEX SEEEEAUIRE
2225 Roseborough, Harrow donated to

HEIRS
Deoneite velunteer

Drop off Yard Sale donations to:
255 Wellington, Harrow
OR
HEIRS: Tues & Thurs 10am-3pm
(in the Harrow Arena Complex)

Earn Student
Community Hours!
Contact HEIRS
heirsont@gmail.com

HEIRS Monthly Meeting

Meetings held at 1:30 in Harrow-Colchester Arena Community Room

Three Brothers in Amherstburg
The History of the Park Family

THURSDAY June 26th at 1:30 pm
Park House curator Kat Bezaire, will share a
presentation discussing the history of the Park
Family and their impact on the local economy, &=
international trade, and development in Essex |
County. Specifically, Kat will be focusing on the
Colchester, Harrow, and Amherstburg areas.

REMINDER: 2025/26 Membership Fees Due

Yearly membership fees were due on April 30th.
Not sure if you've already renewed for 2025/2026? Email heirsont@gmail.com

There are 3 ways to send your $30 membership fee:
Mail a cheque

P.O. Box 53, 6

Harrow, Ontario NOR 1G0

E-transfer to
heirsont@gmail.com

In person at HEIRS
243 McAffee, Harrow
Tues & Thurs 10am-3pm




- by Ted Steele, HEIRS Director

* Remembering D-Day

June 6, 1944 |In all probability, this was the most important date
in our lifetime. Prior to this, Nazi Germany controlled all of Europe
and was threatening to invade Britain. With Hitler's huge armies and
massive supplies of armaments, our way of life was in great jeopardy.

The Allies had secretly planned an invasion of the French coast and
gone to great lengths to make the actual landing points uncertain.
D Day arrived and the 3rd Canadian Infantry and 2nd Canadian Armoured
Brigade invaded at Juno Beach in Normandy, France. It was imperative
that a “toehold” or base of operations be won and held on this coast,
from which Allied forces could begin pushing Nazi forces back.

Themselves only numbering 14,000 troops, they nevertheless
advanced further inland than any of the other Allied landing forces that
day, though they suffered significant casualties themselves, including
340 killed and over 500 wounded.

The Essex Scottish had their numbers greatly reduced, but were
reinforced within a few days by the Kent Regiment who had been
readying in England. When they landed in France about June 8,
my uncle, Major Si Steele, was second in command, and | have his
detailed records of their battles. This combined Essex Kent Regiment
was a spearhead in pushing Nazis back and eventually out of France,
beginning the retreat of Nazi forces on a larger scale. They became
one of the best regiments in the Canadian military.

Itis positively frightening to think of what would have happened if Hitler's
forces had not been defeated on June 6, 1944. Our Canadian heroes
were an important part of making sure that did not happen.

Top photo: by Dennis Sullivan. Department of National Defence / National Archives
of Canada, PA-132651

AGM & Executive Meeting Review

- by Lorrie Stephenson, President
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On May 22, we celebrated our 54th AGM. At each AGM, the board of
HEIRS rotates with 3 vacancies. This year, directors Jackie Baldwin,
Laurie Brett and Ted Steele were once again acclaimed to the HEIRS
Board of Directors for the terms 2025-2028.

The Board of Directors for 2025-2026 are: Jackie Baldwin, Kat Bezaire, Laurie
Brett, Jim Gatrall, Milo Johnson, Marta Leardi-Anderson, Esther Meerschaut,
Lorrie Stephenson, and Ted Steele. Following the AGM portion of the
meeting, attendees enjoyed coffee and a 'celebratory' cake. Guests
were entertained with a presentation on Harrow's Historic Downtown.
This follow up to the HEIRS Jane's Walk was presented by Laurie Brett,
Milo Johnson, and Lorrie Stephenson.

Executive positions for the coming year were elected at the June 5 board meeting.
The executive board for 2025-26 are: President: Lorrie Stephenson, Vice-
President: Jim Gatrall, Secretary/Treasurer: Laurie Brett

ANNUAL REPORT
ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES

Your Board of Directors for 2024-2025 was comprised of
Lorrie Stephenson (President), Kat Bezaire (Vice President), Laurie
Brett (Secretary-Treasurer), Milo Johnson, Jackie Baldwin, Esther
Meerschaut, Jim Gatrall, Ted Steele, Marta Leardi-Anderson

Number of Board meetings: 9 Number of Volunteers: 24
Number of Members’ Meetings: 7  Number of Volunteer Hours: 1,840
Number of Special Meetings: 1 (Equal to 35.4 hours per week)
To waive auditor requirement
Key Administrative Activities
September 2024: Restructure of working committees: Communications &
Program Development, Community Outreach, Library, Finance, Strategic Planning
October 2024: Revised our by-laws to comply with the Ontario Not-for-
Profit Corporations Act
February 2024: Revisited our insurance coverage on the advice of the
Ontario Historical Society and acquired expanded coverage.




FINANCE
Number of Memberships: ..................... 111
Grants Received: ............cccciiiiiieeen, 2
Heritage Organization
Development Grant (HODG).............. $1,545
Town of Essex Community
Partnership Fund Grant ..................... $2,531

partial in-kind, partial cash

Annual Operational Results:

Revenues $11,261 - Less Expenses $11,592 = § -331
Notable Revenue Streams:

Advertising & Fundraising .................. $2,837
Book Sales .........ccccceeeeieeeeiiiiiiiiiiiii, $460
(D] gP=1 (o] o 1< S $2,355
GrantS.......ceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e $2,576
Memberships.........cccccceeviviiiiiieeeeee. $2,460
Notable Expense Lines:

Telephone & Internet........................... $1,924
INSUrANCEe.......coeeeeeeeeeeeee e $2,354
COPIEN ... $2,093
OffiCe e $1,638
Advertising & Promotion ..................... $1,364
POStage ...ooeiiiiieeee e $476

COMMUNICATIONS & PROGRAMS
NEWSLETTER
9 Published, 90 pages of content

In June 2024, HEIRS wished Rick McCormick
a well-deserved retirement from newsletter
production. A new advertising program was
developed and key newsletter topics included
Histories and stories of:

Kiwanis Club, Colchester Schoolhouse, Boblo
Island Blockhouse, British Home Children, ller
Jesuit Pear Tree, Harrow Marching Bands, Harrow
Railway Station, The Legendary Walling Map,
Harrow’s Historic Richardson & Clark Blocks, the

D-Day war diary of Harry Brian, Mary Cornwall
(1792-1891), John Cornwall Brush (1806-1881),
Lieutenant-Colonel John Richardson Wilkinson,
Pastor Eduard Franz

FACEBOOK GROUP

Number of Members 792
Number of posts shared during the year 93
Number of views in the last 28 days 5,775

GUEST SPEAKERS...........ccoooiiiiiee. 7
May: Anne Beneteau, Heritage Colchester, Sept:
Milo Johnson, Harrow Marching Bands, plus exhibit
of framed military certificates and paymaster’s
wallet belonging to John Cornwall Brush (1806-
1881), Oct: Dennis Marentette, Preserving Your
Treasures, Nov: Carrie Ann Peters, Caldwell First
Nation, Jan: Catharine Wilson, Farm Diaries,
Feb: Milo Johnson, John Daddy Hall & the Black
Presence in Canada, Mar: Harrow’s Historic
Buildings: Richardson & Clark Block

MEETING ASSISTANCE

Directors, Jim Gatrall and Esther Meerschaut served
as friendly greeters at each meeting. Refreshments
were organized by Margaret McLean.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

With the goal of raising our profile in the community,
HEIRS held anumberof new events and participated
in events as part of local heritage networking.

September 18: Burgers & Brews Fundraiser
at the Beerded Dog; December 6: Holiday
Hobnob at the King Street Cafe + 2025
Calendar Sales, January 30: Attended
Strategic Planning meeting with OHS (Ontario
Historical Society) and Essex & Chatham-
Kent heritage organizations to discuss current
issues, February 19: Attended Strategic

Planning meeting with Town of Essex and
heritage organizations as a prelude to the
development of the Town of Essex Heritage
Network, April 27: Jane’s Walk featuring
the Heritage Buildings of Harrow’s Historic
Downtown. HEIRS director Jacqueline Baldwin
attended monthly Town of Essex Heritage
Committee meetings to discuss and collaborate
on local heritage and research. Attended
quarterly meetings held by SWOHC (South
Western Ontario Heritage Council) for
educational and collaborative engagement.

LIBRARY
Books added to our catalogue................ 37
Books added to our sales cupboard ........ 3

Jean Rae Baxter’s Battle on the Ice and Rick
McCormick’s Captivating and First Family
Digitized Newspapers

recent years of the Harrow News ............... 16
Minute Books & By-laws Project
pages scanned to date ........................ 20,171

Photo Scanning Project

Currently underway

Offsite Storage: Removed from storage unit;
materials currently under review

Harrow Built Heritage Project: Currently
developing a historic building registry inspired
by former HEIRS President Richard Herniman’s
typewritten notes about King Street properties.

AWARDS & ACCOLADES

Ontario Volunteer Service Award
HEIRS member Pauline Baldwin
Town of Essex Heritage Awards
HEIRS directors Milo Johnson and
the late Gerald Pouget
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The Story of HEEAT, Harrow’s Grassroots Swim Program

In the heart of Harrow and Colchester South,
a long-standing summer tradition has been
quietly shaping strong swimmers and even
stronger community spirit. For over 30 years,
the Harrow Electric Eels Aquatic Team—
known as HEEAT—has provided local youth
with the opportunity to develop their swimming
skills, confidence, and friendships in backyard
pools and community swim meets.

HEEAT was founded in 1993 by Karen Ryan
(now Jacques) when she was a student at St.
Thomas of Villanova and the Aquatics Director
at Harrow and Colchester South Parks and
Rec. Karen always wished there was a swim
team in Harrow and after learning about the
Windsor Summer Swim Classic meet she
got some of the town’s swimming students to
participate. Medals were won and the evolution
into a competitive swim program began.

Moving out from under the Parks and Rec
umbrella, HEEAT became a stand-alone team in

Makmg Waves for Over 30 Years

- by Lorrie Stephenson, President

1994. The early days of HEEAT
were supported by local families
providing pools for training and
families of swimmers helping
with fundraising efforts. There
were also some community
organization sponsorships.
At times, others helped with
coaching, most notably,
Karen’s family was a constant source of
support, especially her mother, Hilda Ryan,
affectionately known as “Coach Karen's Mom”
to the swimmers. HEEAT operated on a lean

budget and registration fees were intentionally }

kept low to make the program accessible for
students.

As a member of the award-winning
(Canadian Swim Club of the Year) coaching
staff for the Region of Waterloo Swim Club,
Karen'’s coaching career continued to grow.
She was selected to manage elite training
camps for Swim Ontario and Swim Canada
and guest-coached for other clubs. Karen
was always happy to return home to Harrow
to share her swimming expertise and love
of the sport with her local community.

In 1997, Karen'’s final season with HEEAT, the
team won the Windsor Summer Swim Classic
championship. To celebrate the season's
success, Karen invited Canadian Olympian
Stephen Clarke to give an instructional clinic
to HEEAT swimmers at the year-end banquet

Karen and mom Hilda Ryan, affectionately
known as “Coach Karen’s Mom”
Right:
Medalist, Stephen Clarke

Jennifer Loscher. gave an instructional L
clinic to the team ] & ’ j
id

Winners of the 1997 Windsor Summer Swim Classic
championship

1997, Olympic ! oA

i1

held at the Kiwanis camp.

Eventually, Karen’s career shifted away from the
pool and into law. She is now a Tribunal Vice-
Chair, where she continues her focus on health
and safety. Karen coordinated the transition of

Continued next page...




H.E.E.A.T.... cont’d |

HEEAT into a parent-run organization and it
continues to operate in the same way today.

Each year, three coaches are hired - a head
coach, a coach’s assistant, and a coach-in-
training. Over the years, government grants
helped cover coaching costs, but recent
reductions in grant funding means that today’s
team depends more heavily on registration fees,
community raffles, sponsorships, and donations.

With its location on Lake Erie and its abundance
of beaches, the importance of strong swimming
skills in Harrow and Colchester South cannot
be overstated. But HEEAT has always offered
more than just swimming. As former director
and parent Heidi Fox puts it, “Swimming is such
a different type of team sport. The kids all cheer
each other on because they are swimming
for themselves to beat their best times—but
yet, swimming to represent their team.” She
adds that the friendships and confidence that
blossom throughout the season are just as
valuable as the medals and ribbons.

Kids showing off the new logo & banner

1994 Handrawn version of the HEEAT logo
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1996 Team - all photos courtesy of Karen Ryan Jacques

For decades, training has taken place in
pools generously shared by local families.
This year, HEEAT will practice at the Kiwanis
Sunshine Point pool. Swim meets are held
across Essex and Chatham-Kent, with
ribbons for 1st through 6th place. Thanks to
technology, coaches now maintain up-to-date
performance records on the team’s website.

The program’s roots run deep in the community.
Karen, the granddaughter of former Harrow

mayor Ty Ryan, was raised with a strong sense

o
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Just a few of the HEEAT awards on display in the
Harrow Arena - Photo by Lorrie Stephenson

of civic duty. Looking
back on three decades
of HEEAT’s impact, she
reflects, “We create more
together.” observing that
when we work together :
as a community we can -

make a positive difference. HEEAT founder,
Karen E. Jacques, B.A., J.D.

HEEAT isn’t just about
swimming. It's about legacy, leadership, and the
lasting power of a grassroots initiative driven
by passion and community spirit. HEEAT is
currently registering for the 2025 season - Visit
harrowswimming.com for info.
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The Harrow Open Story

- by Ginger Pollard and Becky Glidden

From "A Century of Memories"
- Kingsville Golf & Country Club

In 1974 a yearly tradition was started that

would continue for the next 40 plus years!

It is interesting to reflect back and reminisce about how some things
have evolved over the past 50 years. Tim Hortons, corporate corner
convenience stores, big box stores, and Amazon deliveries, small town
residents relied on the local merchant stores for their shopping needs.
Monday to Saturday from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm were the normal store
hours, with some stores remaining open on Friday evenings until 9:00
pm. All stores were closed on Sundays. Personal banking, now that
was a different story!! Who could imagine banking hours being only
Monday to Friday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, and no ATMs or debit
cards?

At that time in small communities, it was customary for stores to close
one afternoon a week to allow merchants and their employees the time
to conduct their personal banking and shopping. Thursday afternoon
was when Harrow stores closed down! During the golfing season on
Thursday afternoon, there was a mass exodus of men from Harrow

3
1

heading to Kingsville Golf and Curling Club to spend the afternoon
golfing and socializing.

On the third Thursday of June each year, Harrow golfers and friends
would gather for a day of golf and fellowship. It was at this time that the
Harrow Open Golf Tournament story began.

Initially, this event hosted 40 to 50 golfers; however, over the years
the registration grew to nearly 200 participants. Some golfers traveled
back to Harrow every year to play in this event.

Harrow and Friends Golf Day was the original name of the tournament.
We don’t recall why it was renamed Harrow Men's Open Golf
Tournament. Most who participated understood that this golf tournament
was a "men's only" event. When one of the foursomes had a last minute
cancellation a female golfer was recruited to join them. It was quickly
decided Harrow Men's Open Golf Tournament would now be the name
of this event. With the passing of one of the original organizers, the
tournament was then renamed the "Chuck Webster Memorial Men's
Open Golf Tournament."

In the early days, after completing their round of golf, all golfers would
proceed to the 19th hole for socializing, dinner and prize distribution.
On the menu was barbecued steak with all of the usual sides including
potatoes, salad etc. When ready to eat, each golfer descended to the
barbecue area and was responsible for cooking their own steak to
perfection. That was unless the golfer was successful in bribing one




The Harrow Open Story.... contd

of the wait staff to complete the barbecuing task for them. With the
completion of the new Clubhouse, the tradition of barbecuing steaks
was no longer feasible and the menu was revised to the delicious
options of steak, ribs or chicken.

In the early days, Monica Trombley and Virginia Webster managed
the registration table; however, more volunteers were needed with the
increased participation. Pat Brookland, Gloria Gorick, Ginger Pollard
and Becky Glidden were then recruited to assist.

Local merchants were very generous with prize donations or
sponsorships. The focus of the day was one of camaraderie and
friendship. The prize table was not large, but every golfer departed
the day with a gift.

Over the years, old friendships were
renewed and new friendships were formed.
Even a chance meeting at the Harrow
Men's Open resulted in a wedding!

Although The Harrow Men's Open Golf Tournament was never
advertised as a fundraiser, each year numerous charities/groups
received monetary donations. Some of the beneficiaries were
Salvation Army, St. Vincent de Paul, Red Friday Golf Tournament,
Access County Committee Support Services (Harrow Youth Center),
Harrow Legion (Cenotaph project) and every year a Harrow District
High School Bursary was awarded to a graduate.

In 2017, after 43 successful years, the Organizing Committee (Brian
Pollard, Bill Gorick, Rae Martin, Mike Tomek, Art Affleck, Terry Lee,
Pat Coughlin) regretfully announced the discontinuation of this annual
event due to declining participation and the retirements.

And there the story ends!

Chuck Webster Memorial

39th Annual

* ' 5= Harrow Men’s
1\ GolfTournament

A 1974-2012
(formerly Harrow Men’s Open)

THURSDAY JUNE 21st

AT KINGSVILLE GOLF CLUB

PLEASE REGISTER IN 4-SOMES
Registrations MUST be in by: Thursday, June 14th

Fees include:
Golf, Cart, Dinner and Prizes

Register by email to: brian_pollard@sympatico.ca

or call 519-738-2277

From the book: From "A Century of Memories"
- Kingsville Golf & Country Club




?(@ ! / / %f ~ Asweheadintosummerbreak, thiswillbeourlastnewsletteruntilSeptember. Enjoythesememories
: @J& of summers gone by. The HEIRS resource centre will continue to be open Tuesdays & Thursdays,
(0 54 10am-3pm throughout the summer (except for Harrow Fair week).

The Drummond Bus From the HEIRS 2025 June Calendar page
James Drummond’s Bus: The horse-drawn bus would transport summer guests between
Harrow and Oxley. Tommy Bailey, driver, wearing straw hat, and Thomas D. Clark, Oxley -
hotel owner (from the Ralph Wright collection).

From the Amherstburg Echo, 22 Aug 1913

"As a summer resort, Oxley and all along the Colchester lake front, has become one of the
most popular. The excellent home cooking, prime fruit and vegetables, and first-class dairy &
products, light and airy rooms, fine bathing beaches and boating, and the picturesque scenery
have attracted large numbers of pleasure seekers from the American cities along the border -
and every house is filled to capacity. The board and rooms are reasonable, being rated from $5 .5

to $7 per week. The auto bus from Amherstburg, driven by Lewis Fox, and James Drummond's =<
livery bus from Harrow, give excellent service, and the fares are very reasonable. They will be -
kept busy until Labour Day. Besides bathing and croquet, the young folks have dances in the Juku
Woodmen's Hall [Colchester Village] marshmallow toasts, and other social gatherings. The
Harrow merchants promptly supply the resort with the best wares in their lines. the proprietors |
of the boarding houses are very courteous and obliging. A list of "this week's boarders" at the
following houses: Mrs. Alta Harris, Mrs. Eva Clark, Mrs. Lemuel Brush, Robert McManemy,
and The Ravine Hotel. [It's hard to imagine how the numbers were accommodated.]

Colchester Summertime Fun
From the HEIRS 2025 July Calendar page

Summertime Fun: Top — West view of Colchester Pier and Harbour circa
2000. The early name of Colchester Pier was Hackett’'s Landing. Bottom left —
Colchester Reef Lighthouse, demolished in 1954. The original Colchester Reef
Lighthouse was installed in 1885 to replace the Lightships stationed at the rock
through the early years. It was originally manned by a lighthouse keeper but was
decommissioned in 1933 and automated. The lighthouse was sold privately,
dismantled, and moved to a museum in 1954. The present structure is a white
steel skeletal tower with a helicopter landing pad. Bottom right — Colchester Beach
circa 1950 showing bathhouse and confections stand.




519 738-3700 heirsont@gmail.com www.HEIRS.ca

Resource Centre Hours
Tuesdays & Thursdays 10AM-3PM
NOTE: Saturdays by appointment
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Membership
$30 CDN/U.S. per person or couple.
Memberships run May 1st - April 30th annually.
Please provide phone, postal address, email

Payment
Board of Directors E-transfer payments & donations to HEIRS?
President Send to: heirsont@gmail.com
Lorrie Stephenson Make cheques payable to

HEIRS, 243 McAffee St., PO Box 53, Harrow ON, Canada NOR 1G0

Vice-President NOTE: Members may research for free.

LA Non-members using research library $10 per visit (+ photocopy fees)
Secretary Treasurer
Laurie Brett Newsletters

HEIRS newsletter is published 10 times/year: colour digital version by email or B&W
print version by regular post. Colour print newsletters available at sponsor locations.

DISCLAIMER: Information in this newsletter is based on the best sources available
to us at the time of publication. Historical accuracy is important. Please advise if
you have additional information, photographs or other materials to share with us.

Marta Leardi Anderson
Jackie Baldwin
James Gatrall

Milo Johnson

Esther Meerschaut
Ted Steele Meetings
Hospitality Meetings held on the 4th Thursday of the month, September to June,
Margaret McLean (July, August & December excepted).

Small Batch Bake .- r The Fl'llll
Small Town History T ( - quon

Bio on Ou aht E 1 Quality fresh fruits, vegetables,
g Q« Yy [ herbs & flowers in season
CIDER CO.

Big on Communit i illi
& Y C A F E * Doug & Le§lle Balsillie Orchard based cidery in the heart
www.thefruitwagon.com of the Carolinian Forest.

www.canadel.com JiS 3 ; 1] 2 24 King St W, Harrow | Small Batch leslie@thefruitwagon.com | Cider flights, glass & bottles to go.
519-738-9001 = |- B 519-738-4747 R, Bakery s 519-738-4819 §i (519) 257-8804 W)
' www.kingstcafe.ca 11! 793 County Road 50 East, R.R.1 Harrow Ontario NOR 1G0

historic Richardson and Clark buildings since 1966 Located in the historic Harrow Oddfellows Building Family run on the shores of Lake Erie since 1984

Operating from the




